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TRIP REPORT FOR WALLY TYNER ON PROJECT EU-MED AGPOL

16-29 OCTOBER 2004


Numerous activities were accomplished during this visit for the project EU-MED AGPOL.  The first work day (18 October) was spent largely in meetings with Florence Jacquet, Michel Petit, Fatima El Hadad, Selma Tozanli, and Charlotte Emlinger.  During those meetings, we discussed many issues related to the project and agreed on priorities for the week to come.  The rest of this report summarizes activities and accomplishments during the trip.

1) Tyner prepared report D02, “Plan for Using and Disseminating Knowledge,” one of the project deliverables.  Virginie Avignon assisted with this activity.

2) He discussed with Samir Mili the progress of his work on EU olive oil and the possibility of his doing a small training session on the Delphi method tentatively programmed for the next project meeting in Turkey, 9-10 May 2005, with the training session tentatively set for 11 May.  Samir has sent the current outline of the olive work and welcomes comments.  Samir is also agreeable to doing the training session.  We discussed the necessity of having a different Delphi approach for Turkey and the other countries.  There should be enough expert respondents in Turkey to do more of the standard statistical analysis.  In the other countries, we will continue with the “modified Delphi” as was done in Morocco because of the small number of participants.  We may also supplement the process with individual interviews in some situations.

3) Tyner prepared a message to be sent to MEDFROL outlining our objectives for the 16 November meeting (based on the outcome of the discussions on Monday, 18 October.  He also prepared a draft agenda for the 16 November meeting.

4) He phoned Jacques Gallezot (and participated in a group call with Emmanuelle Chevassus) on our plans for the 16 November meeting and also on our hopes to have the current liberalization description presented at our project May meeting.  We need to create a draft of our proposed liberalization scenarios at that meeting.  Thus, we need the current situation as a base from which we will craft the scenarios.  We would then transmit the proposed scenarios to the EC and to the MEDFROL project in order to obtain agreement on the scenarios at the joint meeting in May 2005.  It appears that Jacques will present the anticipated results (sort of a work plan for WP3) at the 16 November meeting.

5) In another phone call with Emmanuelle, Florence and Wally discussed several aspects of the work involved in WP3.  The base report will include the preference data for the Mediterranean countries as well as the MFN data for fruits, vegetables, and olive oil.  They have made good progress on the protection work for the Mediterranean countries.  They have been in communication with Wolfgang on his data needs.  Charlotte and Emmanuelle will work together on the trade flow data to be linked with the protection data.

6) Tyner telephoned Yves Surry of the MEDFROL project to coordinate work on WP1 with their project.  He spoke with Yves three times on various issues related to WP1.  He provided comments on their country situation outline.

7) He worked with Virginie Avignon on administrative issues related to travel payment.

8) He prepared a document on “Pivot Table Instructions” to be included on the project WWW site to facilitate use by others of our data.  The commodity data requires use of Excel pivot tables, which is not something commonly used by many people, so these instructions will enable more people to use the data.  He worked with Selma Tozanli on this task.

9) Tyner prepared a document on the EU-MED AGPOL and MEDFROL projects to be placed on the CHIEAM WWW site.

10) He worked with Fatima to resolve that the February and April 2005 progress reports are one and the same.  Our intention is to do that report in March 2005.

11) He worked with Charlotte on various aspects of her project and thesis work.  In particular, they prepared disaggregated data on EU imports of fruits and vegetables that confirm our original proposition that in is mainly the four countries that matter with respect to fruits and vegetables (Morocco, Egypt, Turkey, and Israel).  Tunisia is important for olive oil.  They also examined the trade performance indicators produced by the International Trade Center.

12) With Charlotte, he also launched work on the possibility of creating a series of gravity models for her thesis work and for the project.  We also had discussions with Emmanuelle on this topic.  Everyone is agreed on the approach to take for this work.  Charlotte will prepare a work plan to be completed by 5 November.

13) He presented two seminars – one at ENSAM on 27 October and the other at IAMM on 28 October.  Both were on the Morocco – US Free Trade Agreement.

14) Tyner edited a description of our project provided by the European Service Network.  There were several important changes needed in the description.

15) He participated in a meeting at ENSAM with Jean-Louis Rastoin, Nassima Ayadi, Fatima El Hadad, and Florence Jacquet on the topic of making sure that the outputs of WP2 help us to achieve our ultimate project objectives.  We agreed that they would create vulnerability indicators for each major production region of the major producing countries for important fruit and vegetable products.  These indicators should help us to develop hypotheses on regions that will be impacted by increased imports of fruits and vegetables from the Mediterranean countries.

16) He worked with Florence Jacquet and Fatima El Hadad on issues related to our work activities for the next six months.  We tried to make sure we have covered well the linkages among the different work plans.  Several important issues in that connection were raised, and plans were made for making progress on the issues.

17) We decided to have and E-meeting on 13 December.  This meeting will be among Wolfgang, Florence, Emmanuelle, and Wally.  We will discuss coordination issues and also use the meeting to test the technology before having an E-meeting with all the partners next year.

18) Tyner telephoned Wolfgang Britz to touch base on coordination issues with him.  Everything seems to be going according to plan.

19) We agreed that Fatima will undertake the important work of examining the production and exports to the EU-15 from the new EU members of fruits, vegetables, and olive oil.  This work will be used to help guide our subsequent work in WP7.  Fatima will prepare a brief work plan by 5 November and will complete this work by the end of the year.

